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Criminal Justice System Reform to End the Death Penalty
Introduction
The criminal justice system is one of the critical systems in the world that have been dogged by various issues that have made the delivery of justice difficult and also contribute to the rights of the people who have been accused for various crimes being infringed upon. The level of infringement of rights and inefficient services in the criminal justice system has led to most of the public members calling for reforms to be enacted. The proponents of this believe that only the undertaking of reforms in the criminal justice system will be able to improve on the issue that has brought a lot of concerns. They feel that radical reforms need to be done which will ensure that the services that are offered in the criminal justice system are of high standards and that the rights of the people accused are respected at all times. One of the criminal justice system reforms that need to be carried out is the end of the death penalty. The death penalty is the sentencing of the accused to death as a result of being found guilty of charges that include murder and treason (Binder, Fissell & Weisberg, 2018). Death penalty has been used for a long time and has generated a lot of debate in regard to its use. This has created a general feeling that the use of the death penalty needs to be stopped and alternative means of punishing crime offenders sought. This has triggered the reforms to end the death penalty in the criminal justice system and thus provide the offenders with a chance to live.
Reasons for Choosing this Reform
Death penalty, as has been mentioned above, refers to the act of being put to death by the state as a result of the crimes against the state or humanity usually labeled as serious or high-level offenses. There are various crimes such as murder, treason and drug trafficking that attract the death penalty. The end of the death penalty is a reform that has taken a long time to come due to the effects that it has on the society (Bohm, 2017). The reason for choosing this reform is because it offers an opportunity for those in charge of the criminal system to examine the usefulness of the penalty and its relevance to the modern society. There has been a lot of issue regarding the use of the death penalty and this provides a perfect chance for the law to be reviewed based on its importance and in deterring the level of crimes in the country. The existing debate is an indication that a huge chunk of the population does not feel that death penalty is unnecessary because of the existing alternative forms of punishment and therefore, there is need scrap it as part of the criminal justice reforms.
 Another reason is the fact that the death penalty carries a lot of weight in terms of ending the lives of the accused. The act of takings one life is one that is very serious and thus requires a lot of consultation and mediation before it can be done. The reform will offer an opportunity for the accused to be punished in a different way rather being killed. The penalty was put in place as a measure to deter crime and thus, choosing it will lead to a review of how the penalty has performed in terms of deterring crime. The pain and suffering that is brought by the use of the death penalty also led me to choose the end of death penalty reform as a way of reducing pain and suffering among the members of the public.
Why the Issue is Important
The issue of death penalty has generated a lot of debate for a lot of years. This is because there are those who are against the use of the death penalty while there are those that support its use. The two sides give a number of reasons as to why they believe that the death penalty should be used or abolished. It has, therefore, become an important issue in the criminal justice field as in entails the taking away of life which has not been granted by any of the people in the criminal justice system (Desai & Garrett, 2018). This is a serious matter that has led to disputes that have been witnessed in the criminal justice field. There is no human being who is the giver of life and thus purporting to take the life that one has not given is something that creates a lot of problems. The issue is also important as most people analyze the process for which the law was created. In most cases, this was used as a high level of deterrence for crimes in the society as the people will be scared of the fact that their life will be taken and thus refrain from carrying out criminal activities. This is far from the truth as it has been established that the death penalty has had little effect on the level of crimes that are reported in the society. Therefore it is important that the issue is addressed through the criminal justice system reforms and ensured that it is brought to an end. This will allow the relevant stakeholders in the criminal justice system to assess other ways in which they can deal with criminals.
How to Enact the Reform
The end of death penalty reform can be enacted in several ways which will ensure that the pain and suffering associated with it is dealt away with. One of the suggestions is the involvement of all the criminal justice stakeholders in analyzing the use of the death penalty. This will give them the opportunity to analyze how the death penalty has been used and the benefits, if any, that have been experienced or seen as a result of its use (Jacobsen, 2017). This will be important in forming the basis for the enactment of the reforms. This will provide critical information regarding the use of the death penalty and thus assist in kick-starting the process of enacting reforms. Another suggestion could be the formulation of ideas on the alternative means that can be used instead of the death penalty. This will be an all-inclusive process as the ideas of all people need to be factored in. The views will be collected and summarized to come up with a solid alternative means of dealing with offenders who are deemed to have committed high levels of crime. 
Another important step is the enactment of the ideas into law. The idea will have to be drafted as a bill and taken to the legislature for it to be passed into law. The process will ensure that the draft of the law that is set to be introduced as an alternative to the death penalty will be scrutinized appropriately to ensure that it provides the best form of punishment and that it does not infringe on the rights of the accused just like the death penalty. The other issue is the implementation of the alternative means that has been formulated. This is a critical step as it ensures that the judges and magistrates utilize the new means of punishment and do away with the death penalty. The reform will also be assessed to see how the alternative means is performing in terms of reducing the level of crimes.
How the reform will Look Like
The reforms that will be enacted will be that of offering life sentencing as an alternative means to the death penalty. This is a form of punishment that will see the offenders spending the remainder of their lives incarcerated as opposed to having to face the hangman’s noose (Peak & Madensen-Herold, 2019). This is a good form of punishment considering the weight of the crime that the offenders commit to necessitate the death penalty. It is important to note however, that the life sentences passed may include a chance for a parole years later after the sentencing. This is an issue that is determined by the judges who will be offering the sentences. For example, an offender may be sentenced to a life sentence of 30 years with a chance of parole. This means that the offender will be required to serve the 30 years in full before applying for a chance to be released. This sentence is considered a life sentence because it takes away most of the productive freedom of the individual and especially the youthful part in which he or she can contribute a lot to the society. 
Life sentence is therefore used to deny an individual the chance to get back to the society and even commit another crime. This reform is far much better than the death penalty as there will be no loss of life and that the offender can suffer for the crimes committed throughout the rest of his life that he has (Hood & Hoyle, 2017).  This is also critical when it comes to the other members of the society as they will be afraid of having to serve all their life in prison and thus contribute in one way or another to the reduction of the level of crime in the society. Therefore, even the life sentence serves as a deterrence to crimes, just like the death penalty because life in prison is equally tough and not pleasant at all. Therefore, the reform that will be instituted will be the scrapping of the death penalty and the enactment of the life sentences that will provide a humane face to the offering of justice in the criminal justice system
Program or Policies where this has Been Done
The issue of reforms is not new when it comes to the criminal justice system. The end of the death penalty reform has been carried out in various countries across the world as each country seek to move away from the issue of taking life of individual accused of committing crimes. The hot debate that has been generated as a result of the use of the death penalty has triggered a wave of reforms aimed at ending its use. There are several states such as Illinois and Iowa that have banned the use of the death penalty and thus have enacted policies that will be used in guiding the meting out of justice in relation to the high levels of crime (Reckless, 2017). 
The policies have provided for the use of life sentences in most situations as an alternative to the use of the death penalty. Most of the people who are assumed to have committed crimes and convicted are given life sentences with an option of a parole in the year to come. Through the life sentence, they will be given a chance to live as opposed to the death penalty that could end their lives and also given a chance to enroll in some of the programs that are found in the prison facilities to benefit the society from the prison. The same reform has also been enacted in several countries across different continents and not just the US. They have weighed the benefits that can be achieved as a result of ending the death penalty and enactment of life sentences and also consider the issue of human rights which entails the aspect of not killing another person. The right to life has been the major driving force to the program or policies that have been enacted by the countries. Therefore, the undertaking of this reform will only mirror what the rest of the society members in other places are currently doing.
Conclusion
Criminal justice reforms is an important venture that needs to be supported by all the people. This is due to the fact that it offers a chance for the way in which criminal justice system is offered to be reviewed and ensure that the rights of the accused are catered for (Garrett, 2017). For many years, the criminal justice system has suffered a lot of criticism in the way in which most of the services were being rendered and the manner in which the accused were being treated. The issue of death penalty is one such issue that has created a lot of concerns and debate amongst the people. The manner in which the life of the accused are ended has led to people questioning the motive of the penalty and its usefulness in deterring the levels of crime in the society. Therefore, the reforms encourage the use of an alternative means that will ensure that people are not subjected to pain and suffering as a result of losing their loved ones through death penalty and that the right to life is protected at all times. The alternative means of punishing the offenders such as life sentences are crucial in ensuring that people respect the rights of the accused to life and that they are given a chance to continue with their life, even though behind bars. There needs to be a systematic process that will ensure that the reform initiated actually achieves the objectives for which it was set to. This means the involvement of all the relevant stakeholders in the criminal justice system, which will see various ideas being floated for the enactment of the reform. There is also a need to put up programs that will be critical in supporting the end of death penalty reform and thus ensure that the new reform is not manipulated in any way.
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